Summary: A 76 year old woman developed a psoas abscess from vascular seeding of an infected subclavian venous catheter. The presentation was insidious and diagnosis delayed. Despite adequate surgical drainage, the case proved to be fatal. Venous catheters should be regarded as a potential source of septicaemia and occult abscess formation.
Introduction
Psoas abscess is uncommon and is easily missed clinically. With (Figure 1) .
The psoas abscess was surgically drained and the pus from it grew S. aureus with identical antibiotic sensitivities to the organism grown from blood culture and the tip of the subclavian venous catheter. Her condition deteriorated postoperatively and she died 2 weeks later, 4 
